WORKING WITH NATURE

MY JOURNEY TO UNDERSTANDING
HEALTHIER GOLF GREENS

"THIS ISN'T A PRESENTAT/ION ABOUT PRODUCTS. IT'S ABOUT
HOW MY WAY OF THINKING CHANGED."




My Journey

* From Scotland to the Netherlands 3
e Turfvaert

* Stippelberg




Questioning Conventional
Greenkeeping

The COVID turning point
(Turfvaoert)

Recovery over growth
Winter management
Learning through
observation




Clippings 2021

40

35

Goede

I Normaal

Slechte

N

====== Target

10

TETELr)

-

REEN
[AZEEN)
T doam
EEI
6€ >eaMm
8€ >eaM
LE >P9M
9€ >eaM
ge eam
YE oM
€€ oM
z€ eam
€ eam
0€ >eaMm
6¢ >eam
8¢ >eaMm
JRAEEN
9Z eaMm
TAEEI
A LEN
XAEEN
[4AEEN)
T eam
0z >eaMm
6T eam
8T >eam
LT 99m
9T eaMm
ST deam
TR EEI)

N
N
o
N
=
(@)
-
()
—>.
()
Q
Q.
-
(7p)
O
'
ks
>
O
&
c
()
i -
T

4










| wasn’t happy with what | had to do to get my surface playable!

| started asking..."What am | missing?"



Working With Nature

* The Rhizophagy Cycle
* Mechanical decisions

e Supporting natural processes




The Rhizophagy Cycle

* Bacteria trigger the gravitropic response in roots
* Bacteria trigger root hair elongation
* Bacteria increase root branching

* Bacteria increase root and shoot elongation




Mechanical decisions

* HofC summer/winter

* Reduce unnecessary stress

* Topdress to only achieve surfaces
* Only interfere when needed!

Supporting natural processes

* HofC

* Don’t feed too early

* Less synthetic as possible

 FEED THE SOIL BEFORE THE PLANT
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My Greenkeeping Philosophy

* Preserving summer performance
* Lessons learned

e Future direction




"I'm not trying to make winter golf perfect.
I'm trying to ensure my greens perform at their highest level during the main playing season.
Every decision | make before and during the winter is an investment for the summer."



3 October 2024 my beautiful little girl was born

4 Months Home



March 2025

5mm winter

Spring = moss, bare
Fe sprayed

Double verticut

2022!




2026 march

mm
Full of grass
Minimal moss

0 intervention







